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ON THE 


| UNIVERSE: 


Me vero primum dulces ante Omnia Muſe, _. 

Quarum ſacra fero ingenti percuſſus Amore Þ 

Accipiant z Calique Vias & Sydera monſtrent. | 

Dok | Virgil. 

LONDON: 1 
Printod for Jonx Oswarp, at the Roſe. and | 
| _ Crown, in the Pouſtry, near Stocks- Market, 


MDCCXXXIII, * Price 69. 
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ESSAY on MAN. 
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USPICIOUS Bazp ! white 


[All approve thy Strain, 


but the Selfiſh, Ignorant, 
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Land Va 


ile Flatt 


Muſt pay this Tribute to thy Merit due; 
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Thy Moe, fone, fignificant 2 clear ; 


Alike remote — ſerene her N umbers flow, 


0 short, at *s TY is our imperſet sieht, 


The Wilfol, Rack, and Uidiredied, ind? 
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At once informs 1 Soul, 24 cl lar 


; the 
Ear; 


Truth is 1 Ns! =? Realon i is ber Güde, 
From Affectation, and pedantic Pride, 


And teach, | that uſeful Good — Ourſelves 


Ito know 
Incited MM prefuming Pride — our Way 


We looſe—and i in a trackleſs Ocean ſtray ; 
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Like Ships without aPilot, or 2 Helm, 


Moe hidden Rocks----or ruſhing Waves o'er- 
| _ [whelm, 


And ring We” like the Gloom of Miche 
en Us round— What can che Weak ant 


Blind 
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comprehending Providence i is juſt, 


In That alone We may, depending, cruſt 1 


he Put, oh! for Happineſs We rove in Doubt, 
as, "WVhile ſearching not Within Us, but Without; 


53 deſcerning rightly, We ſhould find indeed, 
bur greateſt Evils from Ourſelves proceed: 
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las] our Underſtanding is ſo low, 
elves 


ow |lf ot e e Things we can completly know; 


* Fa, ev 3 


ow then, explore, the Ways, of Providence 


4 

ofound ? or gather! Iaformation thence? 
Y et, fine this boundle ef Al each view invites, 
1 Order entertains! Irs Frame delights! 


helm, Contemplation and Devotion joyn, 
t, 2 oſt celebrated is [the Pow'r divine: 
ight, 
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[Blind 
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s Reaſon prompts the Truth of 'Things to 
[weigh, 


nd teaches with fincerer Zeal, t obey; 


Thus 
All 


Thus only let Us, as We can, 


We” Tot: trace It, that We may the more admire! 
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N. Thou, whoſe bold and penetra- 


Sublimeſt Things judiciouſ] y diſcerns 
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Thou, who can'ſt ſoar above th'ex- 
; {ranced Skies, 


enius of Verſe l of Nature 5 Chief Concerns, 


[ting Eye, 
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0 And high Omnipotence, her Sov'reign Lord, 
| | i 1 While I preſume to ſing, Aſſiſtance ſend 3 
| 3 Oh, to the Task Benevolence afford, | 
op 4 105 And Force, and Clearely well united lend : 


| if. * Aid and direct my Purpoſe, that by Me, 

| Thro' Revelation of bis Power and State, | 
This World's ſole Author more may prove to be a 
Than was before conceiv'd, immenſely great: || 


| Ye that Omnipotence to this our Ball 
| - Confine, think far too meanly! far amiſs 7 
1 Millions of Worlds He fram'd, and rules 


Ther 
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1 Milllons ! ev'n more magnificent than This ! 
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| | 
Thoſe Star 5 and this our elemental Earth, 
ach Thing within this univerſal Space; 


,ord, 
rom Heaven's Almignty Hand receiv'd its Birth; 
hich meas'ring Time ſhall finiſh and eface: 


All Things are order'd for convenient Uſe, 
» Il genial Vgour copiouſly diſcloſe ; 

| nd Nature Nothing vainly can produce: 
ye boldly then, and reaſon biy ſuppoſe. 


Not only This, which We by Cuſtom call 
ur World, — the Stars embelliſhing the Skies, 
re Worlds alike! thi Almighty rules Them All, 
nd All did from the Maſs of Matter rite ! | 
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From ſolid Principles deriy'd its State; . 


The Proofs of Nature's high prolifick Skill; 


Of Nature's Works the Greateſt and the Pe, 
It Self is, by fantaſtic Dreamers ſeign'd ! 
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Whatever mortal Eyes exiſtant ſee, 


Reaſon aſſures, and Nature's Rules agree, 


That empty Nothing, Nothing « can create: 


Thus then, innumerable Worlds are found, 


Which, thrown into tb'illimitable Round, 


Move, as ordain'd by never- erring Will: 


Yet Each perhaps, ſuppoſes all the Reſt 
Were for its Uſe, and only Sake ordain'd-; 
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View yonder Star! that in the glitt'ring Crowd, | 15 


Tour ſearching Eye ſcarce viſible can find, 


You'd ſmile, were its Inhabitants ſo proud, 
To think all Others for Its ſelf defign'd : 


| Yet, this diminutive, this abje# Star, 


(Scarce to be ſeen, ſcarce worthy to be nam'd, 


That thus obſcurely glimmers from afar ) 


Larger are Moſt, altho' ſo ſmall to Sight, 


They, thro contracting Diſtances appear, 


And, on the Mantle of the duſky Night, 


May be a World like Ours, as nobly fram'd ! 
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Like Gems, bedeck the glowing Hemiſphere. 
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WE Ho fore; thefervite Notion muſt. diſdain, 

g | | * That Each is ohly as a nightly. Guides 
mms bins; if fo; their Magnitudes how vain p 
Their Values how anfaitably apply d | 


1: A 3 Nor can tv „ be with their Numbers 
1 | f ed, 


F eebly alone t illuminate our Ball; 
” iv One of all the Store, but nearly plac'd, 
Wou'd more than yield th Advantages of All: 
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52 


For, ty} the Ates is fpaciouſly confels'd, 
And Silvers over dur nocturnal Skies; 
More Luftre kene Apex ig than the Reſt, 
Becauſe of her Afinity, not Size: 
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The Golden Sun, in his-2therial Race, = 
To this our World moſt bountiful appears 3 
Who, with his ever cheriſking Embtace, © 
Ripens the Seaſons of the circling Fears 


” 


Fett, why ſhou'd It be fallely.underſiood, 
5 Here all his genial Qualities abide; 

When, his prolific Beams with equal Good, 

Freely repleniſh many Worlds befide? 


. 


As ſome tranſcendent Bard's cgtial Rag: 
(The Profif and Delightf of Human Kind) \ 
Supplies his Own, and each ſucceſſive Age, 
From th*Emanations of his bownteous Mind; 
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1 chis all ant ale Thing; 
by (That holds from Nature $ Source its radiant Blaze, 
Or is, Itſelf, fair Light', ; eternal Spring ) 

Pours amply forth its beneficial Rays ! 


There allo are, in this expanded F rame, 5 | 


More Suns, that on dependent World's alen 
Their gracious Beams, repleniſhing the Same 
With equal Laſer and Benevolence 


| "2 . Star that's ard, We may ſuppoſe 
A Sun, the ſame indulgent Office bears; 
be: Light and productive Heat alike beſtows, 
Wbich, ev'ry Work 4 in near Alliance, ſhares: : 


Thro! > ang Time or Orc inance divine: 
Like the continu-d Race of N tik 


* . 


To Life, and Death alternat 


4 


ings combuſtible pts, 


Its rapid F orce Wy reveal; 
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wond*rous to compare, AY 4 


tence's Skill; „ 


Matter do's Order infantly declare. | 
| And guict Creation Wndles at its Will; 2 
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Lo, at Its Will n Concord ſprings, - 
| Where Diſcord, or Diſorder &er endur'd $f © 
And the Confuſion of tumult'ous Things, 


To Compoſition gently is allur d! B 
Who can ſuppoſe the Lord of en can 
| Unbeneficiall conſume his Time % Wes T 


Or Pow'r Supream commit, What wou'd, in Man, 
Be held a Folly, or be found a Crime ? 


Who can ſuppoſe It grievous to create? 


As the renown'd Lucretius wou'd ſurmiſez » 


Or What's well fram'd, as well to regulate, 
Is toilſome to the Great, the Good, the Wiſe? 1 


Toil, or Vexation is proceeding {till 
Only from painful, or di ienftful Things 3 
From Works that ſuit e Ability and Will, 
By Nature the ſublimeſt Pleaſure ſprings; 


And Nature, aiming at Perfection, frives 
T'exert her Self—-Variety of Ways, 


Freely and beneficially. contrives, 


| And her diyerſifying Pow'r diſplays 3 


Her univerſal Artifice and Care 
Are boundleſs ; inexhauſtible the Store ny BY 
Of Matter Motion ready io prepare 
Things yet unmade, and made, to furniſh More. 
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Leſt the ſure Role of 


| How well adjuſted is the 
Which theſe fair Worlds i 
How ſeperately Each, and 
Their Ambers tree Quaipaece difplay | 
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Behold in wht harmonious Order + 
They move ! how They alternately advance! 
Behold how, with eternal 
They circling zu in 
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For human Actions (ef this All a Part} 
Submit, to Nature's univerſal, Laws 3 
They are diſpas'd by Provident's Art, 
And each Effect has its contingent Cauſe: 


As ſome well fram'd mechanical Deſign 
Do's Ev'ry-whbere for joynt Concurrence call a 
The num*rgus Parts muſt well conſiſting joyn, 
And Alton Each depend! and Each on All! 
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(Te ſeemingly to Mens unrertain Views N „„ 
Uncertainly ) in certain Manner <©- 
All Things! which flbrevving Time fabdas 
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Hence Form of Government is born and dies, | 
Hence War and Peace i in various Turns ſucceed; 
Schemes are unfolded , Empires ſink and riſe, 


As Pow'r Supream divinely has decteed: , 
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For the Creator is thiinforming Soul! 
Each Where, like That, diffuſively remains; 7 
O'er ew'ry Individual, and the Whole, 

By Nature, his inferior Agent, reigns. 


Oh, Ye of lofty and extended Mind ! ; 


Accept this Tribute of zealous Muſe ; 
Whom neither ſordid Avarice can blind, 


Nor Education's Principles abuſe ; 


| Who prone to ſcorn Whatever is profane, 
And impoſitious Bigottry to blame; ed 
Not vilely abject, nor too ra/bly vain, 
Rejgns to Reaſon her well meaning Aim. 
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ZEHOV AH: 
or, A Brief 7 
Nay on the Power of G OD. 
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EHOV AH is beyond Conception 
| great, 


He Deeds incomprehenſible per- 
[forms 
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le walks upon the low ring Wings of Storms: 
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top 
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aintly ſpeak I of 
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nce All 
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His Frowns break Nature” 
And Worlds diffoly'd to Chaos fi 
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bence Preſervation, whence Deſtruction ſp 


- Which ſtarted to Creation at h 
Parent and Lord 
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